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ESSAY. 
No. I. 
“ Variety we ftill purfue, 


‘In pleafure feck for fomething new.”’ 
SwiFT. 


In tan there is a natural love of change and variety : 
the mind is wearied by a continual fucceflion of fimilar 
objects, thofe pleafures which at firft were capable et 
infpiring emotions ef delight ; which onee filled the 
heart with rapture and enthnfiafm ; as they become fa- 
miliar, fade by degrees, they lofe their brilliamcy, the 
charm of novelty is gone, and foon they pleafe no more. 
The fublimer works of nature, which have roufed the 
attention of the traveller, excite not fimilar fenfations in 
the bofoms of thofe who have been long acquainted with 
their beauties : the lofty mountain ‘* with its robe of 
mift,” the ftupenduous cliff that overlooks the torrent, 
and the loud founding waters of the tremendous cata- 
ract, neither ftrike them with veneration nor with awe. 
Their eyes wander with Janguor and indifference, over 
thofe fcenes in which nature has been moft lavifh of its 
beauties. The siind is attracted by diverfity, we follow 


with avidity any object which appears fafcinating and. 


pleafing, until fome freth purfuit which fancy has fur- 
nifhed with fuperior charms captivates the imagination. 
This love of variety is predominant in the breaft of eve- 
ry individual, it alike exifts in the lowly cottage and the 
Iplendid palace, in the circles of bufinefs and in the vor- 
‘ex of pleafure, in the obfcure paths of folly and igno- 
tance, and in the exalted walks of literature and [cience : 
and although thefe obje&ts which at a diftance appeared 


dazling and beautiful, may lofe their brightnefs on a: 


hearer approach, {till the acquirements which have coft 
us much labor and pain, have fomething in them pecu- 
liarly grateful. Man has ever been confidered asa fickle 
and inconftant being, rarely content with his prefent 
fitvatien, but continually looking out for brighter and 
fairer profpects. This reftleffwefs of the human mind 


has been confidered by ‘fore rigid moralifts, a8 a fource 


°f trouble and vexation to thofe who are under its influ- 





ence, but it is alfo a fource of our greateft enjoyments ; 
cold muft be that heart, which is infenfible to all the 
charms of variety, and but little calculated to partake of 
prefent joys, or to anticipate the more fublime and ex 
alted pleafures which are hid behind the impenetrable 
veil of futurity. ' 
A. D. 
DECEMBER 31, 1796. , 





7) 
JUSTICE. 

JUSTICE may be defined that virtue which impels: 
us to give to every perfon what is his due. In this ex- 
tended fenfe of the word, it comprehends the praétice of 
every virtue which reafon prefcribes, or fociety fhould 
expect. Our duty to our Maker, to each other, and to 
ourfelves, are fully anfwered, if we give them what we 
owe them. Thus juftice, properly {peaking, is the only 
virtue“ all the reft have their origin in it, 

The qualities of candour, fortitude, charity, and gene- 
rofity, for inftance, are not in their own nature virtues : 
and, if ever they deferve the title, it is owing only to 
juftice, which impels and-dire@s them. Without fuch 
a moderator, candour might become indifcretion, forti- 
tude obftinacy, charity imprudence, and generofity mifta- 
ken profufion. 





DEATH or a PHILOSOPHER. 


LET others beftrew the hearfes of the great with 
panegyric. When a philofopher dies, I confider myfelf 
as loling a patron, an inftruétor, anda friend; I con- 
fider the world as ,lofing one who might ferve to confole 
her amidft the defolations of war and ambition. Nature 
every day produces in abundance men capable of filling 
all the requifite duties of authority ; but fhe is a niggard 
in the birth of an exalted mind, fcarcely producing ina 
century a fingle genius to blefs and enlizhten a degene- 
rate age. Prodigal in the prodw&tion ot kings, gover- 
nors, mandarines, chams, and courtiers, fhe feems te 
have forgotten, for more than three thoufand years, the 
manner in which fhe once formed the brain of a Confu- 
cius ; and well it is fhe has forgotten,-when‘a bad world 
gave him fo very bad a reception. 
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THE VICTIM OF MAGICAL DELUSION : 
OS, INTERESTING MEMOIRS OF MIGUEL, DUKE DE CA*I*A. 
UNFOLDING MANY CURIOUS UNKNOWN HiSTORICAL FACTS. 
Tranjflaied from the German of Tfthink, 
(Continued from page 2:11.) 


A\.umerapo was of the fame opinion, our advice 
was however neglefted, for the next morning when | 
went to {ce the Duke, I found the Count had already been 
liberated, The matter heppened in the following man- 
ner: 

The Duke had paid him one more vilit at night, in 
order to get fome explanation of Amelia’s hiftory, afking 
the Count whether his account of Amelia’s adventures 
had been ftri€tly true, or intermixed with fi€tion? The 
Count confefled frankly that he had not been very con 
fcientious in his relation, but had added to his piéture 
many fidtitious ftrokes; nay, that he had disfigured 
even the principal incidents by interpolation, in order 
to encreale by his adventrous tale, the Duke’s propen. 
fity to wonderful incidents, and thus to render Amelia 
more interefting to him. The Duke afked him how he 
could have rifked a fraud which the firft meeting with 
the Countefs could have laid open to him, ‘I was well 
"“aware,’? the Count replied, ‘* that you as well as 
‘‘ Amelia would be prompted by the tender harmony 
‘* which made your heerts beat in unifon, toavoid {peak- 
** ing of incidents which would have introduced Amelia’s 
* late Lord and her love for him.’’ The Duke afked him 
whether the Irifhman had not a@ed in concert with Lady 
Delier ? ‘ Only as far as he made ufe of her to dire& 
-*the love that hadtaken place between your Grace and 
‘s Amelia,” the Count anfwered; ‘the conditions and 
 reftri@ions under which the Baroneis was to affift in 
** forwarding your mutual union are unknown to me,” 
The Count being afked, whether that wonderful note by 
which Amelia had been releafed from her vow of eternal 
fidelity to her deceafed Lord, had been a contrivance of 
Hiermanfor’s natural fkill, or the effe& of tupernatural 
power; the Count replied, the latter had been the cafe. 
The Duke had been affe€&ted fo much by the repeated 
mentionof his Amelia, that he began to melt in tears, 
The Count thought this ftate of mind very propitious 
for regaining his liberty, and obtained it without diffi- 
culty. What could the Duke have refufed in that fitua- 
tion to Amelia’s brother-in-law P 


Alumbrado feemed to be not lefs difpleafed with this 
event than myfelf, My hope thatthe Count would en- 
tirely deftroy, by an ample difcovery of the juggling 
tricks of the Irifnman, the Duke’s belief in the fuperna- 
tural fkill of the latter was now utterly deftroyed, for he 
had not unfoldea the moft important myftery ; the appa- 
rition of Antonio at the church-yard. Yet I derived 
{ome confolation from the papers of Clairval, which were 
ftill in the hands of the Duke, and propofed to throw 
fome light on that extraordinary incident. My friend 
himfelf {eemed @o entertain the fame hope, and although 
the papers had been partly confumed by the fire, yet ne 
was not difcouraged, and undertook the laborious talk of 





decyphering them, We retired left we fhould difurh 
him, 

The next morning Alumbrado cameto my palace, in. 
forming me that he went to pay a vifit to the Duke, but 
had not been admitted. We concluded from this, that 
he had not yet finifhed decyphering of the papers, 

The Duke joined us about an hour after with gloomy 
looks, he gave me jome writings and faid, “that is all 
** that I could make out ; read it and edify yourfelf,” 


J began to read aloud, ‘* Beloved and trufy--. the 
Duke interrupted me—‘‘ It is a letter. to Hiermanfor, 
** written by the Lady of the late Duke of B a, ata 
‘time when he had little hope of alecending the royal 
** thione of P i. 


* Belovedand trufly ! I have read all your letters te 
‘our Privy Secretary,along with the note by which you 
acquaint lias with your intention of introducing Mi. 
* guel tothe Hermit. IL always read your letters with 
‘¢ admiration, yet I cannot but confefs thet 1] have grea: 
 reafon to fufpeét you have it more at heart to be ad- 
‘6 mired, than to gain Miguel over to our party. | fhould 
‘ think Miguel could have been fecured to us ina fafer, 
‘‘eafier,and more expeditious manner, and you would 
*¢ have faved yourlelf a great deal of time and trouble jf 
‘* you had attempted it. Why thofe fuperfluous mechi- 
nations, why thofe expenfive, intricate, artificial, and 
‘* give me leave to add, thole fragile machines which fo 
‘‘ ealily may be deftroyed? You could certainly have 
‘*eninared Miguel in a more fimple and a lefs precarious 
‘© manner. Machineries like thofe which you have made 
‘ule of are always liable tothe danger ef being difco. 
*¢ vered by accident, which may ruin the whole plan, 








** You will perhaps reply, that, tf he fhould make (uch 
‘a difcovery, it would be of little confequence ; that 
‘‘you know this Miguel too well, are too fenfible of 
‘¢ your fuperiority, that he cannot do without you, and 
‘‘ that you keep him in chains which he will not be able 
* to fhake off, though your whole miraculous web fhould 
“ be diflolved in fmoke. But, if fo, wherefore thofe 
“ needle{s artifices? What benefit will arife from your 
‘‘ miracles and ghofts ? ‘Ihe love intrigue with Amelia, 
“and the charm of your eloquence would have been 
‘¢ fufficient for gaining Miguel ever to our party, 


©] may be’miftaken, your proceedings are however 
‘* riddles to me, if do not fuppofe that an arrogant ac- 
‘tivity has prompted you to contrive extraordinary in- 
‘“ trigues, and to have recourfe to marvellous machine- 
‘ries, People of your genius are wont todo fo, You 
‘‘ defpife the ways of common men, force new reads 
‘‘ through infurmountable rocks, entangle your man in 
‘“ numberlels magic fetters, with no qther view, than to 
‘‘ have the pleafure of feeing your prifoner infnare him- 
‘© felf deeperand deeper by his attempts to regain his li- 
‘berty. The fimple, artlefs turn of a play, does not fuit 
‘a genius like your’s, which delights enly in knitting 
‘¢ and diffolving intricate knots, and in having recourte 
“ to artificial, complicated machines ; obftacles and daa- 





- cc we tie ——— 


«t gers ferve only to give additional energy to your aftivi- 
Ly. Miguel was, perhaps, only an obje&t which was 
«to ferve you for trying your {kill and art, in order to 
fee how far you could rely on your capacities for more 
“* jmportant opportunities, 


‘But however it be, I am rather bound to thank 
‘you for your zeal to ferve our caufe, than to criticife 
‘the choice of the means you have made ufeof, Ac- 
« complifh what you have begun, and you may be fure 
© of my favour and aétive gratitude.” 

While I had been reading, the Duke walked up and 
down the room with hafty ftrides. He now ftopped., 
© Well, Marquis! well, Alumbrado!’’ faid he, ‘* do 
‘© not a& a charming part in this letter ?’’ : 

We remained filent, becaufe we faw that he was 
violently agitated, 

‘* They treat me as a fimpleton, asa blockhead, Isit 
not true Pp”? 

‘ How you exaggerate it!’? faidI, ‘* They afcribe 
to you want of experience, and that is all,’ 

*©Q Marquis, don’t you fee in what a tone, and 
‘with how much contempt the proud woman {peaks 
‘ of me?” 

‘* She is awoman who miftakes you.” 

‘* Heavens and earth ! and I fhould brook her injuries 
‘ without taking revenge P”’ 

‘“ My Lord!’ Alumbrado faid, in what relation 
‘ have you been tothe Dutchefs? I cannot fee the con- 
‘neétion of the whole affair ?”’ 

The Duke explained this conne@&ion to him, by dif- 
covering the fhare he had had in the revolution, 


~~ 


“~_— - 


Alumbrado was all attention during this account, and 
when it was finifhed feemed to be ablorbed in profound 
meditation, 

‘“ Friend!” faid I to the Duke, 


‘* more written leaves’? ——— 


‘there are fome 


‘‘It is Hiermanfor’s anfwer to the letter you have 
* been reading,” 

I read the letter aloud, 

“ It is with no {mall aftonifhment that I find myfelf 
* called to an account, in the letter which your Grace 
‘did me the honour of writing to me, for a point which 
I fincerely with never had been mentioned, ‘The re- 


n~ 
© 


n~ 
- 


* marks you have made on it redound as much to the. 


*‘ honour of your Grace’s penetration and fagacity, as 
* they tend to mortify me by betraying me imtoa con- 
“ feflion, which I would have refuled to make to any 
“ mortal living, except to fo noblea challenger, 

** My fecond letter to your Privy Secretary, explain- 
“ing fufficiently the motives which have prompted me 


“to gain Miguel over to our party by the arts of natural 


magic, I think I need not‘ada new arguments to thofe 
‘contained in that letter, if your Grace will take the 
‘trouble to re-perufe and to ponder them attentively, 
 Befides the reprehenfion of your Crace is dire&ted lefs 
againft the means which I have made ufe of, than 
againft the manner of their application, You afk in 


- 
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‘‘ your letter, why I have had recourfe to fuch fuper- 
‘¢ fluous machinations, to fuch expenfive, intricate, artifi- 
‘ cial, and fragile machines ? Indeed you think too con- 
‘‘temptibly of Miguel, His penetration, as well as his 
‘* great knowledge, raife him far above the common men 
‘* of his age ; his underftanding, which has been improved 
‘* under the tuition of an Antonio de Galvez, is not tobe 
*‘ impofed upon foeafily asyouthink. Befides, you will 
** have the goodnefs to confider that he was nat the only 
** perfon I had to deal with, and that his tutor, who ne- 
‘** ver ftirred from his fide, was always ready to cut afun- 
‘der the magica! bonds in which I had entangled him, 
** but why do [ hefitate any longer to tell you the plain 
‘truth? My defign was not direéted againft Miguel 
* alone, but on his tutor too. It was the moft ardent 
‘* wifh of my heart to gain this man to our party by my 
‘¢ magical arts, and that it was which forced me to have 
*¢ recourfe to fo many machinations, and fuch expenfive 
‘*and complicated machines, If my defign upon him 
‘had been crowned with fuccefs, Miguel too would 
** have been an ealy and certain conqueft. 


** If your Grace fhould afk what has prompted me to 
** form fo daring a plan, and what reafons I had to hope 
** for fuccefs? I beg you will condefcend to ponder the 
** following points: Count Galvez was an infurmounta- 
** ble cbftacle in my way to Miguel, which rendered it 
** neceflary either to draw him in our yee a or to rc- 
** move him from his pupil, It will be obvious to you 
** for what reafon I refolved to attempt the former, if you 
** will confider how much advantage our affairs would 
‘* have derived from fo valuable a conqueft. If we 
** could have made fure of Antonio, we then fhould alfo 
** have drawn the court of Rome in our intereft by his 
** interceflion, Before the prefent Pope was raifed to the 
‘* papal throne, he and a number of perfons of the higheft 
** rank were intimately conne&ed with him, Wecould, 
*‘ therefore, have expeded to intereft for our caufe by 
‘‘ his influence acourt, which will become our moft 
‘* dangerous enemy, if it fhould not take our part; and I 
** apprehend this will be the cafe,* 

* On the margin of the manufcript, the following note was written by 
an unknown hand: ‘ The Irifhman has not been miftaken, for nine years 


** are now patft fince the revelution has taken place, and the new king of 
‘* Port***l has not yet been acknowledged by the court of Rome.” 


( To be continued, ) 





ANECDOTE OF VOLTAIRE, 


Tas extraordinary genius, in his younger life, wrote 
avery biting fatire againft a man of confiderable influ- 
ence in France, The injured gentleman, on mecting the 
poet one day in a narrow lane where it was impoflible to 
efcape, gave him a fevére drubbing. ‘Theenraged author 
immediately made his complaint tothe Regent, who very 
fhrewdly replied---‘* What would you have me do? jut- 
tice certainly has been done already,’ 
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OSMIR. 


AN ORIGINAL ESSAY, 


‘Kz predecciiors of Ofmir were ignoble and obfcure. 
For a race of generations they wept the confliéts of indi- 
gence, nor could the toils of application crown their ef- 
forts with advantage, nor the utmoft frugality fecure their 
labours from diftrefs ; the importance of command never 
owned their authority, and the radiance of {plendour never 
fhone on their dwelling. They eat of the bread of induf- 
try, they drank the waters of perfeverence, they lived 
unnoticed and undiftinguifhed among the children of po- 
verty, as one atem in the fun-beam is undiftinguifhed 
from another, and as the ebullitiens of a current which 
float for a moment on its furface and die, even fo they 
difappeared and were remembered no more, 

But the tempeft of miledi&ion began at length to fub- 
fide, and the feverity of fortune to abate her refentment. 
Malevolence was wearied with undeferved perfecution, 
and profperity beheld the cot of wretchednefs with an 
aufpicious {mile, and determined to lavifh upon Olmir 
what fhe had withheld from his anceftors. He was ad- 
difted to induftry, to perfeverance and toil ; his princi- 
ples were therefore the fureft bafis whereon time was to 
ere& the fuperftru€ture of gilded affluence, In a few 
years Ofmir comtemplated the fruite of his application, 
which animated his endeavours to advance with more 
hafty ftrides in the road of progreffive grandeur ; riches 
were accumulated, poffeflions were eftablifhed, his habi- 
tation furpafled the pomp of oriental magnifieence, and 
the report of his opulence was the talk of every mouth, 
and wafted through every region on the pinions of fame, 
In order to fubdue the murmurs of repining adverfity, 
and eftablifh a pofition, which though it was probable 
was yet untrue, that the bounties of Heaven were beflow- 
ed upon deferving virtue alone, he refolved to cover his 
imperfe€tions with the mantle of devetion, by which 
more liberty was allowed to the paffions which lay lurk- 
ing in fecret within the chambers of his heart. Confirm- 
ed in this difpofition, he was impartial and corre& in his 
dealings with all men ; the venom of flander had no in- 
fluence on his charaéter; for he trod the paths of moral 
reCtitude with exaét {crupulofity, Was propitiation or- 


dained to avert the wrath of omnipotence ?=his head ~ 


was covered with the 2fhes of Bethulia, and his loins 


were mortified with the iack-cloth of Ninevah ; his pie- _ 


ty refufed the fuftenance which human fragility demands 
for her funétions, and thrice a day he fell proftrate at the 
fhrine of the God of nature, Whenever Olmir walked 
the flreets for the purpole of recreation, he was begirt 
with attendants who fhowered gold on the multitude, 
and whom he exhorted in their liberality to more exten- 
five profufion. The widow and the orphan, the defolate 
and the indigent, all looked for fuccour from the bounty 
of his hand, and all felt the influence of his generous 
condefcenfion, Not an a& that was performed efcaped 
the voice of applauie, for if Ofmir was liberal, compaf- 
fionate or juft, his merit was infantly regiftered in the 
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chronicles cf fame, who with her trump of feven thun. 
ders, blew a blaf{ round the world which was echoed 
through the univerfe, 


Such was the life of a mortal whom profperity delight. 
ed to elevate ; fuch was his journey through the viles of 
defolation, uninfelted with the thorns of accident or bit. 
ternefs, and perfumed with the fragrance of the rofe-buds 
fortune fcattered in his way. But whilft Ofmir thus em. 
ployed the happy tenor of his days, now feafting on de. 
licacies at the banquet ef plenty, now dancing to the fong 
of happinefs in the bowers of eafe, the iron hand of time 
laid its preffure on his temples, the froft of old age was 
expanded through his veins, aud the powers of anima. 
tion haltened quick to decline, It was in vain to bribe 
with riches the dreaded minifter of death ; it was in vain 
to protra& a moment the awful period of diffolution, 
Summoned at the report of ficknefs his friends affembled 
in his chamber, where ftretched on the bed of forrows, 
human nature was to be dignified, and human weaknefs 
was to be confirmed by an illuftrious portrait of expiring 
virtue. But how great was the excels of difappointment 
and furprize, when, inftead of the tranquility of hope, 
and ejaculations of charity, their ears were affaulted with 
the fhrieks of defpair, and their eyes were affrighted with 
terrific wretchednefs. Oimir, whole vifage was deformed 
with terrors, as the brow of heaven with a tempeft, was 
long unable to hearken to the remonitrances of his friends ; 
at length, however, colleéting the feeble breath, which, 
like the flame of a midnight taper, fat quivering on his 
lips, he uttered thefe laft accents with emphatic efforts, 
whilft every voice was fulfpended in filence, and every 
ear was attention, 


‘© Ye, whom vanity has influenced in the operation of 
good works, and whom earthly approbation has taught io 
exult in their merit, let the example of dying dilquie- 
tudes abate the fecurity of your confidence, Like you, 
I have floated om the ocean of glory, 1 have felt my fen- 
fes enraptured with the melody of praife, and fuffered 
my heart to receive plaudits which my confcience con- 
demned. Like you, I was liberal, becaule to be liberal 
was to be eminent, and like you alfo, I eftiinated the ad- 
vantages of heaven by terreftial enjoyments. Proiperity 
fhed around me the partial beams of her favour, nor har- 
boured a doubt, nor hefitated to refle@t, if the obje& of 
her veneration deferved contempt or efteem. Avarice 
and vain glory were raging paflions of my foul, to heat 
the furnace of thefe defires was thefele obje& of my aim ; 
by the one I was rendered odious to the great difpenfer 
of gifts, and by the other detrimental to the fons and 
daughters of men, This, by the malignity of its turpis 
tude, which withheld what it had received with the ra- 
pacious grafp of a vulture, effaced the charatter of the 
Deity imprinted by nature in my foul; and the other by 
a cruelty more inhuman than murder, has awakenéa pal- 
fions in the breaft of indigence, which had flept for ever 
undifturbed, and for the mercenary tribute of undeferved 
approbation has clevated for a moment to magnificence 
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and ftate, only to plunge with keener anquifh into the 

ulphs of defpair, the wretch whofe heart had never fick- 
ened for the fplendours of pomp, and whofe days had mo- 
yed calmin inglorious ob{curity, Yet weak-fighted mor- 
tals viewed my attions and admired, whilft the piercing 
eve of the everlafting beheld their motives and abhorred, 
Happy fhould I be to amend the paft by the prefent, or 
to mitigate the fury of the indignation tocome, But the 
{cymetar of vengeance hangs fufpended in my view, I 
near the fentence of maledi€tion which founds as thunder 
in my ears, and I feel the Jaft horrors of agonizing def- 

air. Infulting vanities of a faithlefs world! why was 
my heart enamoured of the graces of thy deceit ? Only 
to look with pleafure on thy allurements, is to affume the 
chains of thy bondage ; to feek thy gratifications is to fol- 
Jow pain without profit, and to perfevere in thy purfuits 
js reprobation without hope. A few moments {pace will 
evince the dreadful truth, for a few moments {pace and 
the life of Ofmir is no more. Happy fhall you be, my 
friends, whofe errors are correéted by my fatal miftake, 
and whofe minds fhall be imprinted with this important 
remembrance, that no a€tion however {plendid can fecure 
the favour of the Deity, unlefs it correfpond with good 
defigns, which can alone ftamp its value, and that though 
you miflead the erring judgment of man by fallacious ap- 
pearances, ‘tis impuflible to miflead the unerring judgment 
of God,”* 


The hand of the omnipotent fealed his lips at thefe 
words, aad a convulfive agony announced the approach 
of diffolution ; his eyes were averted with horror from 
the flying javelin of death, and expiring his laft groan, 
he flept the fleep of his fathers in the tomb of Mahalecel. 





SELECT REFLECTIONS ON EDUCATION. 


A Fortune acquired by commerce, when it is difcreet- 
ly expended in advancing learning, acquires a grace and 
elegance, which a life devoted tothe accumulation of mo- 
ney, for its own fake, can feldom poffefs, 

Few of us are fo improved by philofophy, though we 
ftudy and admire it, as not to feel the influence of inte- 
refted motives. This infenfibty blinds the unde: ftanding, 
and often impels the judgment to decide unjuftly, with- 
out the guilt of intention, 


Not only the tafle,but the religion, the virtue, and 
even the liberties of our country, greatly depend upon 
that difciplime which lays the foundation of improvement 
in aucientlearning. True patrioti{fm and true valour, 
originate from that enlargement of mind, which the well- 
regulated ftudy of philofophy, poetry, and hiftory, tends 
to produce ; and if we can recal the ancient difcipline we 
Inay perhaps recal the generous {pirit of ancient virtue. 
Ne who is converfant with the beft Greek and Roman- 
Writers, with a Plato, a Xenophgn, and a Cicero, muft 
imbibe, if he be not deficient in the powers of intelle&, 
lentiments no lefs liberal and enlarged than ingenieus 
and elegant, 
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A certain enlargement, refinement, and embellifhment 
of the mind, is the beft and nobleft effe& of claflical in- 
ftruétion. It isnot only detirable, as it qualifies the mind 
for this or that profeffion, but as it opens the tource of 
pure pleafures, unknown tothe vulgar, Its tendency isto 
adorn and improve human nature, and to give the ideas a 
noble elevation, 

The poffeMfion of an elogant mind ts greatly fuperior to 
the poffeffion of a fortune, and the enjoyment of a good 
confcience is far fuperior to both, 

The paffions will fometimes ruffle the ftream of hap- 
pinefs in every man; but they are leaft likely to dit- 
compofe him; who {pends his time in letters, and who at 
the {ame time ffudies Virtue and innocence, which indeee 
havea natural conneétion with true learning. 

He who has caught the fpirit of the polite writers of 
the politeft ages and cities, muft poffels a peculiar degree 
of polifa and comprehenfion of mind. 


The beft kind of education is that which endeavours 
to improve the powers of underftanding for their own 
fake ; for the fake of exalting the endowments of humaa 
nature, and becoming capable of fublime and refined con- 
templation, This furnifhes a power of finding fatisfac- 
tory amufement for thofe hours of felitude, which every 
man muft fometimes know in the bufieft walks of life ; 
and it conftitutes one of the beft fupports of old age, as 
well as the moft graceful ornament of manhoed, Even 
in the commercial department it is moft defirable; for be- 
fides that it gives a grace tothe man in the attive ftage of 
life, and in the midft ef his negociations, it * enables hita 
to enjoy his retreat with elegance,’ when his induftry has 
accumulated the obje& of his endeavours. 


If tafte, which claffical learning immediately tends to 
produce, have no influence in amending the heart, or in 
promoting virtuous affeétions ; if it contribute not to 
render men more humane, and more likely to be difguft- 
ed with improper behaviour, as a defermed obje&, and 
pleafed with reétitude of condu@, as beautiful in itfelf ; 
if it be merely an ornamental appendage ; it muft be own- 
ed, that life is indeed too fhort to admit of long atten- 
tion to mere embellifhment, Polite learning, on the contra- 
ry,is found to be friendly to all that is amiable and Jaudible 
in focial intercourfe ; friendly to morality, It hasa fe- 
cret but powerful influence in foftening and meliorating 
the difpofition, True and cerreét tafte dire&ly tends to 
reftrain the extravagancies of paflion, by regulating that 
nurfe of paflien, a difcorded imagination. 


To be completely fkilled in ancient learning is by no 
means a work of fuch infuperable pains, The very pro- 
grefs itfelf is attended with delight,and refembles a journey 
through fome pleafant country, where every mile we ad- 
vance new charms arife, It is certainly as eafy to bea 
feholar, as a gamefter, or many other charaétters equally 
illiberal and low, The fame applicatien, the fame quan- 
tity of habit, will fit us for one as well as for the other, 
As to thofe who tell us with an air of feeming wifdom, 
that itisby men, net books, that we muit fludy to be- 
come knowing ; repeated experience teaches this to be 
the common conufolation and Janguage of dunces, 
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CANDIDUS, 
. No. “ 
(Concluded from page 214.) 


H: that would rife fuperior to the common level of 
mankind, exalted in knowledge, ufeful to himifelf and to 
mankind, muft keep attention ever onthe watch to feize 
fome fubje& worthy of refle@ion with a {pirit of invetti- 
gation, which no difficulties can damp ; he muft fuffer no 
propofition, however obfcure and intricate, to efcape the 
graip of his mind till perfeverance hath effeéted its folu- 
tion: If any thing more than another occalions man to 
differ more from man than man from beaft, it is this ; and 
I have been often led to doubt, whether it will not alone 
account for ali that difference in mind which is common- 
ly afcribed to fuperiority in capacity, True indeed it is, 
that this improvement is not always accompanied with 
delight, ** Thofe refleftions (fays Burke) are melancholy 
enough which carry us beyond the mere furface of things.” 
The worldexhibits too much evil to the mind to permit its 
reflections to be uniformly pleafant. Butas the fame au- 
thor againobferves, the fame philofophy which cayfes the 
grief, will adminifter the comfort ; and would not he or 
any other, who pofleffes this moft valuable attainment, 
prefer it, with all its forrows, to a ftate of thoughtlefs in- 
attention ? Of all the complaints of ftudious men, want 
of memory is the greateft and the moft frequent, So uni- 
ver{al indeed is the expreflien of forrow for deficiency 
in retentive capacity, that this faculty would feem a gift 
moft fparingly beftowed the diftinguifhing charaéterif- 
tic of afew, the happy favorites of nature. But without 
favour and without refpe&, nature holds the balance of 
being with impartial hand, and with very few exceptions, 
every member of humanity is equal in the fcale, 

Man was endowed with the feeds of his faculties to 
be matured by his cultivation and memory ; not the leatt 
of thofe faculties is in the leaft fubje&tto his power, That 
men, when placed in fimilar.circumftances, will receive 
through the fenfes fimilar imprefkons, I truft will be uni- 
verially admitted. It appears to me no lels evident, that 
fuch impreffions may be in all equally lafting. It is not 
then the want of capacity in any to retain, but the want 
of exertion in moft ie imprint, that occafions the former ; 
and Man, not Nature, is deficient in duty, Yet, this 
charge is not univerfally incurred ; many there are who 
employ much of their time in endeavouring to improve 
the f culty of recolle€tion, but in {pite of their efforts, 
they ftill find ample caufe for complaint, If men (gene- 
rally fpeaking) are equally fitted both to receive and to 
retain, the charge muft ftill revert upon themfelves, with 
the aggravation of time mifpent in injudicious exertions, 
The method generally purfued among young men to affift 
the memory, is to enter into acommon place book the 
moft material oblervations and events in the courle oi 


their reading; this, though ftamped with the approba- 
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tion and deriving credit from the recommendation of the 
philofophic Locke, is not without its imperfeétions, The 
practice betrays the ftudent into a prejudicial confidence 

trufting to his notes, he negleétsto make the firft impret. 
fions firm and lafting ; and in his recurrences to his book 
he diftra&s his attention with a vaft colle&ion of hete. 
rogeneous matter; the different parts of which holda 

place inhis recolle&ion no longer than he reads them, 
each being driven out by that which fucceeds, * What 
is twice read (faysthe judicious author of the Idler,) is 
commonly better remembered than what is defcyibed :" 
and no little credit is due to this opinion, when deliver. 
ed by a man, the valye and extent of whofe literary ac, 
quifitions defervedly gained him the appellation of the 
walking library, Asthe imprefflion made by one body 
eonanother is ftronger or weaker in proportion to the 
time of preffure, fo the firmnefs with which an idea is 
fixed in the memory, is in proportion to the weight ap. 
plied by the continuance of thought. Let the reader, be. 
fore he changes his fubjef&s, revolve with patient atten. 
tion in his mind the fentiments he would imbibe, or the 
events he would remember, until he has thoroughly 
ftamped them with all the principles and confequences 
of the former, and the caufes, conne€tions and effe&s of 
the latter, Let him in the folitary hour when books are 
not near, and company do not interrupt by continued 
refle&tion, firmly imprint fpontancous affociations, and 
by ftudious recolle&ion renew and confirm the paft. The 
knowledge fo gained will be far more folid and lafting 
than that for which we depend upon a few uncorreéted 
tran{criptions, Converfation has witlejuftice been call- 
ed the foul of fociety, Man muft, in intercourfe with his 
fellow creatures, exercife and refine thole paflions and 
affelions with which he is endowed, and of which they 
are the fubjeéts : and in the worlds of bufinefs and of 
pleafure, the convenience and happinels of each ftate, de- 
pends upon the united endeavours of the whole ; fe in 
the world of literature, a mutual communication of ideas 
increales the ftock of individual knowledge. While tie 
{ftudent difdains not to converfe with men in every rank, 
let him choofe for his intimates the ingenious and the 
learned, One great impediment in the way of mental im- 
provement, is the neglett of opportunities for ftudy. 
Carpe diem, is an advice as generally unattended to as 
its goodnefs is admitted. The ftate of the mind is no 
more than that of the body is yniform and regular, Va- 
rious as the atmof}s:eric changes, it is now dull, inappre- 
heniive and jiitleis ; now flighty and impatient, again in 
happier hour, fitted to imbibe withavidity, comprehend 
with clearnefs, and retain with exaftnels, How often 
in this vigoreus and a€tive ftate are its impulfes negleéted, 
How often when difgult fucceeds enjoyment, when fatia- 
ted with pieafure, and fatigued with the tumults of focie- 
ty, the mind is difengaged and vacant; with an appetite 
whetted for the variety of folid entertainment, do we 
inftead of gratifying its propenfity, feat ourfelves down 
to indulge idle regret, or to form fill more idle fchemes 
of future difipation. To’ feize fuch, and every oppor- 
tune moment, we fhould be ever on the watch, they will 
frequently occur, and if improved will elways produce 
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refent delight and permanent advantage. 
of nature when ourlelves are in the fault, and to afcribe 
to deficiency of capacity, what is the refult of want of in- 
guftry. is the common pra@lice of idlenefs in every con- 
gition of life. 
willever remain an axiom in morals, that want of judg- 
ment in a€ting, is the caufe of embarrafiment and confu- 
fon ; and cetiation from labour, the death of bedy and 


mind. 





INDUSTRY. 


Diricence, and proper improvement of time, are 
material duties of the young. ‘To no purpofe are they 
endued with the beft abilities, if they want a€tivity for 
exerting them. In youth the habits of induftry are mot 
eatily acquired.—In youth the incentives to it are the 
frongeR ; from ambition and from duty, from emula- 
tion and hope, all the profpeéts which the beginning of 
life affords, 


Induftry is not only the inftrument of improvement, 
but the foundation of pleafure, He who is a flranger to 
it may poflefs, but cannot enjoy ; for it is labour only 
which gives relifh to pleafure.—lIt is the indifpenfible 
condition of our pofleffing a found mind ina found body, 


We fhould feck to fill our time with employments 
which nay be reviewed with fatisfa&ion, The acquifi- 
tion of knowledge is one of the moft honourable occupa- 
tions of youth. The defire of it difcovers a liberal mind, 
and is conneéted with many accomplifhments, and many 
virtues. But though our train of life fhould not lead us 
to ftudy, the courfe of education always furnifhes proper 
employments to a well-difpofed mind, Whatever we 
purfue, we fhould be emulous to excel, 


Generous ambition and fenfibility to praife, are, efpe- 
cially at the youthful period, among the marks of virtue. 
We never ought tothink that any affluence of fortune, or 
any clevation of rank, exempts us from the duties of ap- 
plication and induftry : induftry is the law of our being ; 
itis the demand of nature, of realon, and of God, 





SINCERITY. 


How often is debility of mind, and even badnefs of 
heart, concealed under a {plendid exterior | The faireft 
of the {pecies, and of the fex, often want fincerity; and 
Without it every other qualification is rather a blemith 
than a virtue or excellence, Sincerity operates in the 
moral, f{omewhat like the fun in the natural world; and 
produces nearly the tame effe&s on the difpofitions of the 
human heart, which he does on inanima‘e objects, Where 

tver fincer'ty prevails, and is felt, ail the {miling and be- 
Nevolent virtues flourifh moit, difclofe their {weeteit 
luftre, and diffute their richef fragrance, 


But in {pite of the clamours of men, it — 


To complain 4 
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1797: 
OBSERVATION. 
lu poffeffion of knowledge, and an happy talent of 


communicating knowledge, arc qualifications feldom uni- 
ted in the fame perfon ; nor is it altogether eafy to deter- 
mine from which of them, feparately, a reader would 
chufe to accept, with preference, a treatife upon any fub- 
jet. From the one we receive even little information 
with much fatisfa&tion ; while any improvement extrafted 
from the other is obtained with labour, and, perhaps too, 








even with difguft, 
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MARRIED, 


On Thurfday evening laft, by the Rev. Mr, Peters, 
Captain Tuomas Barnarp, of Bofton, to Mifs Louisa 
Hinckvey, of Konny-brook, 


On Saturday evening laft, by the Rev. Mr. Fofter, 
Mr. Peter Urt, totheamiable Mifs Ameria Fairey, 
both of this city, 


eeauinmmmmmmedtiie tiieliilll UGA iHIH HU fide 


METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 
From the 25th ult. to the 7th inft, 





Thermometor Prevailing OBSERVATIONS 
chferved at winds on the WEATHER. 
6, 4M 3. P.M} 6. 3 6. 3. 
deg. 190 deg. 100 
Dec. ¢5] 23 35 w. nw. clear de. It. wind de. 
s6/20 50 33 n. w. cleudy,do. Kk. wind do. 
27 | 26 35 nw. do. clear do. lt. Wind do. 
28 | 36 82 75 w. do. clear do. It. wind do. 
29 | 32 36 75 w. do. clear do. It. wind do. 


cloudy, It. wd. snowh. do. 
fn. 2 in. deep {m.rn. at nt. 
cloudy, It. wd clear de. 
clear light wind do do. 
clear h. wind do. It. do. 
cloudy It wd. fnow do. half 
inch of fnowona level. clear 
It. wd. cloudy h. do.. clear 
It. wd. do. h. do clear it. de. 
cloudy kt. wd. clear do. 


3°} 25 97— 36 ne. se. 
31} 36 40 50 jaw. w. 


1 | 27 33 w. de 
2 | 23 23 nw. w 
3 | 22 26 ne. do. 
4 }19 50 3° nw. sw 
6 23 59 38 50 wo do. 

2775 39 25 sw. w. 
7 117 22 50 n. w. 














RESULTS OF METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS, 


FOR DECEMBER 1796, 

Mean Temperature of ‘the Thermometer at fun-rife 23 (6 
Do. do. of the do, at 3g P. M: 34 62 
Do. do. for the whole month 3° 34 
Greate monthly range between the 6th and 24th 35 2% 
Do do. in 24 hours, betwcen the 19th and s0th 21 50 
Warmeft day the €th 457 
Coldeft do. the egth oe 

§ Davs it rained, and a eonfiderable quantity has fallen. 

4 De. it fnowed, and nearly 6 inches has fallen. 

25 Do. the wind was at the obfervation hours, to the Witeward of north 

and fouth. 
6 Do. the de. 


do. Eaftward of do. 
13 Do. it was clear at the obfervation hours es 


10 Do it was cloudy at the do do. 
21 Do the Mercury was at or below freezing at fun-rife 
N. B. On the 6th inft. there wasa plentiful rain, the firk of any con- 


Sequence, ince the gd of Odtoper. 
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TO THE SETTING SUN. 
I. 


Au: whither fli’eft thou, fair retiring light--- 
Why fade thofe rays that fhone ‘ere while fo bright 2? 


Now o’er the wave thy finking gleries ftream, 
And now--ah now !---we lofe thy lateft beam. 


Doft thou to Neptune’s pearly courts repair, 
And view the lovely Nereids {porting there ; 
With thy fair beams illume the coral groves, 
Where Triton’s wander and where Thetis roves. 


Iil. 
Or doft thou thed in other worlds thy ray, 
And give to other climes a new—bora day ? 
What joy, what tranfporis, wait thy glad return, 
When thro’ the clouds of Night breaks forth the Morn. 
Iv. 
Yet thofe there are who hate thy cheering beam--- 
In whofe dark breafts no rays of pleafure gleam ; 
Who, from thy bright approach unwelceme rua, 
** Aad figh in fhades, and ficken at the fun.” 


Vv. 


Thus once was I, with heavy grief oppreft, 
The morn no pleafure gave, the night no reft; 
Till cheering Friendfhip lent her beaming ray, 
And all was pleafure with the opening day. 


CLAR A. 


New-Yerk, O&. 12, 1796. 





THE ADIEU---TO A FAVOURITE GROVE. 


Wiuusr dreary Winter clothes the Landfcape round, 
And fober Eve her dufky mantle-veers ; 

Mere let me ftudiovs on this rifing mound 
Recline, and give to yonder ftream my tears. 


Yon pleafing plain, yon {weetly {welling hill, 
Which oft with rapture did my eyes invite ; 
Yon dale irriguous, and yon purling rill 
Shall foon be vanifh’d to. my ravith’d fight. 


Yoa thady bow’rs wherein-I oft-was went, 

With {portive yeuths to {pend fome votive hours, 
Yon fplendid manfion, and yon levely font, 

No more are cheer’d by Sol’s refulgent’pow’rs. 


This lovely dome, this academic fhade, 
This pleafing grove, O! I muft bid adieu; 
But ftill each image fhal! be bright pourtray’d, 
Rufh on the Mule in pleafing fancied view: 


Yes, yes, tho’ to thofe feenes I bid farewel, 
Ia ocular fight perchance to view no more ; 

¥et the mind’s eye thall ever pleafing dwell, 
And paint each beauty with extatic lore. 


. 
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An Elezy to the Memory of a Friend, 


V V HEN worthiefs grandeur fwells the trump of fame, 
And vena! titles on the marble fhine, 
To breathe its tribute to a worthy name, 
Should not the tafk, O, generous mufe, be thine. 


If e’er the breaft with pity prone to bleed, 


The gentle feelings, or the judgment trong, 
Deferv'd, fweet maid, the tribute of thy meed ; 
’Tis due to him to whom thefe lines beiong. 


Lamented fhade! by thee was once poffeft 
Whate’er has genius on her fons befiow’'d ; 
The {mootheft manners, and the tend’reft breatt, 
The tonge, whence wifdem’s pureft didtates flow'é, 


*T was thine, the feeds of modeft worth to rear, 
And from misfortune’s brow the cloud te chace, 
Of peverty the lonely cot to cheer, 
And to the troubled fpirit whifper peace. 


Of truth thou boldly flrove to fpread the reign, 
Of fuperitition’s night difperfe the gloom, 
To virtue’s nobleft exercifes train, 
And for a brighter world the foul to plume. 


But ah! full faft our fickly comforts fade, 
The brighteft profpe€ts bloom but to decay : 
Too foon for us heaven bade difeafe invade, 
And call’d to its blefs’d fcenes thy foul away. 


No more we hear thy voice, with comfort fraught, 
Nor in thy harmlefs wit foft pleafure find : 

Mute is that tongue, the nebleft truths that taught, 
And cold the breaft that warm’d for human kind. 


Yet ne’er fhall time thy fond remembrance raze, 
Thy worth fhall live in ev'ry virtuous breaft ; 
The fpotlefs purity that-mark’d thy days, 
A lafting epitaph hath there impreft 


Full oft ateve, while focial circles meet, 
And cheat with various lore the paffing hour ; 
With penfive eyes we'll mark thy vacant feat, 
And thy loft converfe fruitlefsly deplore. 


Tho’ thy inftru@ive voice no more we hear, 
Thy blamelefs life fhail not anufeful teach ; 

Thy gentle virtues, in remembrance dear, 
Shall yet thro’ many a day perfuafive preach. 


pp 





SONNET.——TO THE MOON, 


Recent of night, thy prefence moft I love, 
When from between the lowering clouds array'd, 
In mild efflulgence, o’er the filver cove 
Thou fpread’ft a dubious light, and chequer’d fhade. 
At fuch atime my viftonary mind ; 
Thro’ Fancy’s glafs fees formé zrial rife ; 
’Tis then the breathings of the paffing wind 
Seem to my liftening ear Misfortune’s fighs;—- 
Nor enly feem: for tho’ at dead of night 
Labour recruits his ftrength in deepeft fleep, 
And rofy Youthenjoys his flumbers light, 
Defponding Penury ftill wakes to weep. 


Regent of night ! thy fofteft influence thed ;_ 
Ye rifing ftorms, oh! Ipare her houfelefsubead ! 
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